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large that it must be considered a continent in its own right (also
correct!).

Wy tfliet's book was published nine years before de Torres had
actually passed through the strait that separated Australia from
New Guinea, and the fact of this discovery (as I just told you)
did not get published until years later. Therefore Wytfliet was
either an awfully good guesser or he had based his conclusions
upon the verbal reports of skippers who had actually been in
this part of the world, but who had never felt the urge to give
any written account of their adventures.

We should also remember that in those days it was not at all
to the advantage of a successful navigator or of his employers
to give too much publicity to his discoveries. New sea-routes
were the trade secrets of these early companies of merchant
adventurers, and they would no more have thought of telling
a rival how to get from Amsterdam to Amboina than a modern
manufacturer would think of informing his competitors how to
make that synthetic rubber to which he owed his fortune.

The mystery with which the Dutch surrounded their first
scientific expeditions to the new continent shows this very
clearly. It was in the year 1606 that Captain Willem Janszoon
was sent out from Bantam in the yacht Duyffen to explore the
whole of New Guinea, Having followed the coast of the island
as far as the Fly river, he had changed his course in a southern
direction, and one fine morning he had found himself in what
is now known as the Gulf of Carpentaria.

Keeping close to the coast of the York peninsula, he had
finally reached a cape which he had called Cape Keerweer, or
Turn-Again. It was a most inhospitable piece of land, and as
soon as possible he had hastened back to his beloved Java.

But neither he nor dc Torres, who was to pass through this
same region a short time afterwards, had the slightest idea of
what they had done. We now know that they had conclusively
proved that Terra Australia was not connected with New Guinea,
but as they remained completely ignorant of the feet that they